
Nathanial Havholm
Class of 1988

At Wooster High School Havholm took 
photography and silk screening with 
Tom Martin, played violin in the orches-
tra and was involved with drama.

In a recent article for the Daily Record, 
Linda Hall wrote, “Havholm has used 
his camera as an appendage in all kinds 
of environments -- hitchhiking around 
Australia just after graduating from Guil-
ford College, Greensboro, North Caro-
lina, with degrees in English and fine 
arts, then taking a television production 
management job in Manhattan, which 
he described as the “other extreme.”

“But he didn’t have the head for management, he said, switching to the other coast for 
a camera assistant’s position -- one he held for five years. Later, as a freelance artist, 
he discovered it was often harder work finding the job than doing it, and that many 
jobs qualified as a ‘means to an end,’ he recalled.”

He has accumulated an impressive number of credentials in photography, cinematog-
raphy and production of movies and television shows. He is an Emmy nominated pro-
ducer for episode 9, “The Clock is Ticking” of Discovery Channel’s “Deadliest Catch”. 
He won a Gold Metal Award for outstanding promotional work for Nickelodeon and 
a Gold Metal Award for outstanding promotional work for NBC. He has done camera 
work and management for MTV in Mahattan and has also done camera work for the 
Discovery Channel, Learning Channel, CBS, NBC, Fox and NFL Films.

In January, 2008 he exhibited “The End,” at the Wayne County Public Library. Black 
and white and color prints were displayed, all taken on board a fishing vessel named 
the Northwestern, an expedition to the Bering Sea during Alaskan king crab season.

“I’m a cameraman who shows photography as a hobby,” says Havholm. “WHS showed 
me that things were possible and that it was only the beginning. I developed a passion 
for telling stories at an early age. When I discovered photography and its ability to have 
a beginning, middle and end all on a single page, I realized I found my medium.

“The fine arts are all we have. They are the one true way 
in which individuals can truly express themselves.

Without them, we are lost.”

Mark Tracey
Class of 1973

Mark was head drummer/squad leader 
for the drum section in the Wooster 
High School Marching Band in 1971 
and 1972 and was also a member of Se-
nior choir. But perhaps Mark’s greatest 
impact was as a gifted artist at Wooster 
High. He designed porgram covers, did 
cartoons for the school newspaper and 
his “roaring lion” mural graced the walk-
way from the cafeteria for the lower level 
for more than twenty-five years. 

Mark went on to pursue Art Illustration, 
first at the College of Wooster then at 
Kent State, and graduating with honors 
from The Ohio State University. He also 
studied at the Columbus College of Art and Design in 1979.

That same year he founded Illustrated Alaskan Moose, his own commercial illustra-
tion company. His company grew rapidly adding designers, computer graphic artists, 
and sales staff and did design and illustration work for high level companies from 
Sony, Scotts, Wendy’s to Warner Brothers, Milton Bradley, Tonka, Disney, Mattell and 
Steven Spielberg’s Dreamworks. Mark was involved in designing artwork for various 
bible and Sunday school programs.

He was a frequent guest lecturer at Ohio State and the Columbus College of Art and 
Design, always refusing payment. Mark was a devout Christian and served his church 
with 6 mission trips to Russia, Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador, and Peru.

Mark is responsible for composing drum cadences that the WHS band continues to 
play to this day. When Mark came home and played for the WHS Alumni Band, his 
mother said he was pleasantly surprised to hear his compositions. 

Tracey become a pastor in the Westerville area where he made his home with his wife 
and their three children. Upon his passing in July of 2006, there were 1500 mourners 
at his services, quite a tribute to his professional and personal impact on others.

“Mark’s first love outside of God was children and
designing original characters that would touch them.”
                                                                   – Cabot Rea


